5. RELIGION IN CHINA: TAOISM

LAO TZU AND HIS FOLLOWERS

LAO Tzu whose birth is traditionally assigned to the year
604 B.C. is an older contemporary of Confucius.   He is
said to be the author of the famous book Too Te Ching,
which brings together the mystical and quietistic tendencies
of the previous writers and reinterprets the popular sayings
in support of its own system of thought and practice. It
presents in persuasive terms, through fable and anecdote,
its mystic doctrine which seems to be intended chiefly for
the initiate.   Scholars hold, from internal evidence, that
the book was compiled in the third century B.C.1  There
have been various commentaries on it from the third century
A.D. (Wang P I) down to the eighteenth.   They all interpret
the text according to their respective tenets.  Among the
chief thinkers who developed Taoist thought in later times
are Lieh Tzu (4th century B.C.) and Chuang Tzu, who was
a contemporary of Mencius (4th and 3rd centuries B.C.)
and one of the most original of China's philosophers.   He
had a contempt for worldly activity and believed in fashion-
ing the  soul  in  lonely  retirement  by  austerities.   His
writings, though full of imaginative power and sincerity,
were not popular with those who had to make their way
in life.   They were, however, a great comfort to the older
men who had retired from active life.

1. In the ethical conceptions, we find some striking similarities between
Toe Te Chtog and the Buddhist scriptures. 'He who overcomes others is strong;
he who overcomes himself is mighty' (XXXDI. I). Dharmapada says: *ff
one man conquer in battle a thousand times a thousand men, and if another
conquers himself, he is the greatest of conquerors' (103). Again, "There is no
greater sin than to look on what moves desire; there is no greater evil
than discontent; there is no greater disaster than covetousness.' Too Te
CMng, IVL. 2. 'There is no fire like hist, there is no spark like hatred,
there is no snare like folly, there is no torrent like greed,* Dharmapada, 251.
Again, 'Hence if we enumerate separately each part that goes to form
a cart, we have no cart at all.' Compare this with Wfydapmha, IL I. 1